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factory are rather amusing ; the author well remembers one
case in which the plans of a factory, designed by such a
firm, were submitted to him for inspection ; the cement,
after leaving the sieves, was allowed to fall into a small
hopper of two or three tons capacity, whence it was led
direct into the sacks by a sleeve arrangement, such as is
usually seen in a flour mill.

In addition to maturing the cement before delivery,
another advantage, by no means inconsiderable, of having
plenty of warehouse room, is that, during the winter months
or when trade is temporarily slack, the works may be kept
going at their full capacity ; the working expenses are thus
kept down, for it is unnecessary to remark that the greater
the output, the less the cost per ton for salaries and estab-
lishment expenses. A short output is unsatisfactory both
to master and man : to the former because of the increased
cost per ton, and consequent loss of profit, and to the latter
because he is on short time, and only earns part of his
proper week's wage.
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